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Research and Monitoring for 

Insects in Sunflowers in Manitoba

ÅNational Sunflower Association of Canada

ïBanded Sunflower moth traps

ïGeneral insect Monitoring

ÅMAFRI

ïSunflower Bud Moth Survey (2008, 2009)

ïBanded Sunflower Moth traps

ïGeneral insect monitoring







Sunflower Insect Pests of 

Northern Great Plains
Å Sunflower bud moth 

ï Suleima helianthana

Å Longhorned beetle 

ï Dectes texanus

Å Sunflower stem weevil

ï Cylindrocopturus adspersus

Å Black sunflower stem weevil 

ï Apion occidentale

Å Sunflower receptacle maggot 

ï Gymnocarena diffusa

Å Sunflower maggot 

ï Strauzia longipennis

Å Sunflower seed maggot 

ï Neotephritis finalis

Å Palestriped flea beetle 

ï Systena blanda

Å Painted lady butterfly 

ï Vanessa cardui

Å Sunflower beetle

ï Zygogramma exclamationis

Å Tarnished plant bug

ï Lygus lineolaris 

Å Sunflower Moth 

ï Homeosoma electellum

Å Banded sunflower moth 

ï Cochylis hospes

Å Red sunflower seed weevil 

ï Smicronyx fulvus

Å Gray sunflower seed weevil 

ï Smicronyx sordidus

Å Sunflower midge 

ï Contarinia schulzi

Å Sunflower head clipping weevil 

ï Haplorhynchites aeneus
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Topics

ÅGeneral Insect Monitoring

ïCutworms

ïWireworms; Species survey

ïSunflower beetles

ïPlant bugs (Lygus, others)

ïSeed weevils



Cutworms

High levels in many fields in 2009, particularly in Central 

and Southwest regions.

Dingy and redbacked cutworms dominant species

Redbacked cutworm
Dingy cutworms



Wireworms in Sunflowers

Minor concern in sunflowers in 2009

Management Options

Seed under conditions that promote quick germination and 

early growth

Seed treatments ïCruiser Maxx Sunflowers


