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What?

Ã A province wide weeklysurvey of sunflower fields

Ã Evaluates management and agronomic parameters

Who?

Ã Myself 

Ã You 

Where?

Ã Across the sunflower growing areas of Manitoba

Ã 3 major regions

The 5 Wõs



When?

Ã June, July and August

Ã Launched in 2009, continuing in 2010

Why? 

Ã Weekly crop reports that provide regional updates

Ã Keep producers informed of weed, insect and disease pressures 

Ã Increase producer and industry knowledge of sunflower agronomy

Ã Collect data on sunflower cropping systems in Manitoba

The 5 Wõs



Confection 109 000 ac

Oilseed 29 000 ac

Total Manitoba Sunflower Acres138 000 acres

Total estimated acres in survey 20 000 acres

% of MB sunflower acres represented = 14.5%

456 farms growing sunflowers

53 producers involved in survey

% of MB sunflower producers represented = 11.6%

Sunflower Industry 2009
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Management Practices

Crop Residue

Central Western

Cereal

Corn

Flax

Bean



Observed òNormaló

Ã Seeding Date May 24 May 15

Ã Late Bud, R-3 August 2 Mid-July

Ã Flowering, R-5 August 11 End of July

Ã Days to R-3 69 67

Ã Days to Flowering 75 73

Ã Flowering Completed 91 84

% of normal accumulated Growing Degree DaysAug 3 65-85%

Aug 24 75-85%

Oct 3 85-95%

Crop Staging How far behind were we?



WEEDS Top 10 in 2009

Manitoba

Canada Thistle

Lambsquarters

Wild Buckwheat

Sow Thistle

Annual Smartweed

Wild Mustard

Volunteer Cereals

Biennial Wormwood

Green Foxtail

Volunteer Canola

Central

Annual Smartweed*

Canada Thistle

Wild Buckwheat

Lambsquarters

Wild Mustard

Sow Thistle

Volunteer Canola

Volunteer Cereals

Biennial Wormwood

Green Foxtail

West

Canada Thistle

Biennial Wormwood*

Volunteer Cereals

Sow Thistle

Lambsquarters

Wild Buckwheat

Green Foxtail

Kochia*

Red Root Pigweed*

Wild Mustard



WEEDS What was found in 2009

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Light Moderate Heavy

Weed Population

%
 o

f 
fi

e
ld

s

Central Western

Almost 1 in 5 fields have heavy weed densities that are likely impacting yield.



23 out of 46 fields surveyed in June 

INSECTS Cutworms


